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siemi Beach will inaugurate the first bookmobile service in Soutt The introduction of bookmobile service for Miami Beech comes _ 
Floride Monday, Mey 19, when weekly visits to four city porks in the 25th anniversery yeor of the City’s public library—tirst or- 
moke it possible for residents to make reading selections right in 
their own neighborhood. 
The City of Miemi Beech will officially present the $10,000 Ger- 
stensloger Bookmobile to the public library et « special ceremony 
end open house ot the librery, 2100 Collins Avenue, Sundey ofter- 
noon, May 18, from 3 to S o'clock. 
Members of the Miomi Beach Library Board and Miss Bertha 
Aldrich, chief librerien, heave designated next Sunday as “Meet 
Your Librerien” Dey se thet petrons can become ecqueinted with 
bookmobile libreriens and inspect the bookmobile for the first 
time while attending the ceremony and open house. 
Mrs. Evelyn Casper will be librorion in charge of the bookmobile, 
and her stoff will include Jocqueline Newell, Joon Ericson and Ana 
Gestry. Libreriens will teke the bookmobile to Pole Park on Mon- 
day to serve the 41st Street orea, North Shore Park on Tuesdey 
for the 7lst Street oree, Washington Park Wednesday for the 
South Shore cree, and Flamingo Park Thursday for the Centro! 
Beech crea. This service will be expended leter to Normandy Isle 
end Stillweter Perks. 
The bookmobile will carry ¢ minimum of 3,500 volumes deily, and 
will be ot one perk each dey from 11 o.m. to 5:30 p.m. The 
Recreation Department will hold its reguler story hour and book HHH 
club meetings ot the same time, os these programs are conducted i 
jointly by the two city departments. » i i 
Dr. Archie McNeal, Director of Libraries at the University of Miami 5 iH 
will be principel speeker et the ceremony which will be attended HH 
by City officials, members of the Miami Beach Library Bord, stefts HH i 
and board members of ell Dede County libreries, and the general I, 
public. | 
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Jacksonville, Florida, Public Library, 
South Side Branch, Joseph F. Marron, 
Librarian. All furniture is Library 
Bureau’s famous Natural Birch. Note the 
recessed bookshelves. Library Bureau plan- 
ning service is always available to cooper- 
ate with your architect, to help make your 
library both beautiful and serviceable for 
years to come. 


when the “bargain” costs more 
through the years 


For 75 years Library Bureau has 
been serving America’s libraries 
with products built up toa 
standard—not down to a price. 


This means that your LB equipment 
will be both useful and beautiful 10, 
20, even 50 years from now. Your 
replacement cost becomes virtually 
nil. And as you grow, your library is 
in safe hands— for Library Bureau 
can always supply you with furniture 
that fits perfectly with what you 
already have. 

For complete details on LB quality 
furniture, write to Library Bureau, 
1417 San Marco Blvd., Jacksonville 
7. Ask for Catalog LB 403. 


Library Bureau— 52 
Originator of Specialized § 
Library Equipment 


Remington Rand Inc. 
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Our President's Message 


For the honor and your confidence in 
electing me as your president—I thank you 
—for the responsibility and work??? Time 
will tell. 

This as you know is a crucial year in the 
progress of the Florida State Library Association 
We must win the support of 
“Mr, and Mrs. Public’ if we 
are to gain legislation which is 
1avoravie to libraries. Library 
expansion is a MUST in this 
State anu in the nation. It is our 
jov as inuividuals and as an as- 
sociation to ‘sell libraries’. 
‘this is a powerful group, inaivi- 
dually and _ collectively. We 
musc use our TOTAL strength and energies to 
promote better library service, to extend li- 
brary coverage, and to increase library facili- 
ties. Our overall objective should be the stimu- 
lation of “library consciousness’ Can we do it? 
4a think we can, but not without a planned pro- 
‘ram and active participation by everyone. lL 
can’t do it —You can’t do it—WE CAN!!! 

Libraries have come a long way in the 
last few years. We have had good leadership in 
florida Library Association and a cooperative 
and enthusiastic membership. Much has been 
auone to improve library service and facilities. 
it is our obligation to continue to create such 
an overwhelming public demand for an enlarg- 
ed library program that the legislators can’t 
attord to ignore it. 

A politician once said ‘‘Free public libraries 
enable our people to broaden their knowledge, 
thus continuing their education. Florida has 
lagged far behind in libraries’’ Do we need 
a more direct or urgent challenge? Paul Noon 
has said “Our goal—the number one library 
state in the country.” I go further and say— 





‘Now is the time.” 

florida Library Association has several im- 
portant objectives. Hiach is a vital link in the 
vulldiug Or a strong association. However, in 
order to carry out our overall objective—eftec- 
tive library service tor ali—it is impera 
tive tnat sound financial provision is assured. 
‘bhus our problem is vo tirst determine the 
needs of our state by evaluating what we now 
have and what the ideal would be. That has 
been done. Next we must work with determina- 
Llon to achieve our goal. 

We Know the answer to the problem. Let’s 
Share our intormation with the public! Let's 
novir telling them the importance of libraries 
as a cultural, educational, and recreational 
source. Lets KHHP reminaing them HOW an 
extension of library facilities and service can 
be accompiished. We need a concerted action 
INUW — We need to use our total strength. 
We must not let ‘‘ourselves’” down by failing to 
do everything in our power to arouse the people 
into demanding the passage of the Library Ser- 
vices Bill, 

I urge you to investigate the attitude of 
the congressmen and legislators in your district 
toward the Library Bill. Be sure they are in- 
tormed of our needs. [t is imperative that we 
act NOW if we are to achieve our goal. 

However, in spite of the need for stressing 
legisiative aid to libraries we must keep in 
mind the fact that our primary objective is 
building a Library Association which is respect- 
ed for its policies and its contribution to the 
development of Florida and the enrichment 
of its peoples lives. 

The demand for adequate library service 
for all has gained momentum! Let’s not start 
coasting. It’s still an up-hill drive. 


Alice Pearce 


Know Your Executive Board 


PROGRES 3.85 cca vere Mrs. Alice Pearce 
Hardee County High School, Wauchula, Fla, -..-.------- 


Vice President .......... Dr. Louis Shores 
Dean, SOLTAS, Fla. State Univ., Pallahassee, Fla. 
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SUS: 5. Ss Sia Ceea es Miss Zella Adams 
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Mills Mem. Library, Rollins Coll., Winter Park, Fla. 


School & Children’s Sec. ... Miss Helen Keefe 
Tampa Public Library, Tampa, Fle . 


TORR POOR 3 oo cca i be een os Paul Noon 
Jacksonville Public Library, Jacksonville, Fla. 


1950 President ......... Miss Clara Wendel 
Albertson Public Library, Orlando, Fla. 
1900 PreeeGet «ons 6s hake Stanley West 


University of Florida Libraries, Gainesville, Fla. 
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We Like Florida .. . 


Writes Dr. Charles Harvey Brown, ALA past president ending 
term as Distinguished Professor, SOLTAS, at Florida State 


It is not too easy to set down 
in black and white just why 
Florida has proved so attractive 
to this librarian and his spouse. 
Certainly we feel younger in this 
country of Ponce de Leon. The 
Sunshine and the warmth during 
the winter months have proveu 
a welcome relief from the ice, 
snow and subzero cold of north- 
ern localities. 


More important, however, has 
been the friendliness of the 
people of Florida. We do not 
rush around here in order to save 
two or three minutes to waste 
away in idle pursuits. We have 
time to smile ,to talk to our 
neighbors and exchange ideas on 
what seem to us to be important 
questions of the day. We can talk 
on debatable questions without 
involving personalities. 


In addition to the important 
human factor, we have found in 
Florida vacation resorts with ex- 
cellent beaches on which to re- 
lax and meditate. According to 
medical authorities, “A. month 
spent in outdoor life in an en- 
vironment of rest and relaxation 
will have greater restorative 
value than any form of medical 
treatment.”’ 1 

Furthermore, Florida has 
awakened an interest in the his- 
torical background of this por- 
tion of our country. The Forts at 
St. Augustine and Pensacola are 
worth days of study. Fortunately, 
the Fort at St. Augustine has 
been preserved by our National 
Government. The Pensacola ram- 
parts, moats, tunnels and dun- 
geons need the attention either 
of the State or Nation. Why do 








(1) Clarke, Marguerite. Medicine on the 
March. Funk and Wagnalls, 1949, p. 29. 


not our national colonial his- 
tories give more attention to the 
first settlements in Florida? 

Professionally, Florida gives 
to this librarian a renewed in- 
terest in his profession. The li- 
braries of Florida are developing 
rapidly. I know no other univer- 
sity library which has progressed 
so rapidly during the last ten 
years as have the two State Uni- 
versity Libraries in Florida, al- 
thoughIaminformedthatanother 
institution in Florida, the Uni- 
versity of Miami, has shown 
equal growth. In 1938-39 the 
University of Florida had a state 
appropriation of $1,343,405. In 
1949-50 its appropriation was 
$8,928, 926. The library income 
in 1938-39 was $47,000, not in- 
cluding, however, some small 
allotments for separate units. In 
1951-52 the total library expen- 
diture of the University of Flori- 
da for all units will be well in ex- 
cess of $450,000; about 8 times 
as much as in 1936-39. Florida 
State University (then Florida 
State College for Women) in 
1938-39 had a state appropriation 
of $675,750. In 1949-50 its in- 
come was $5,128,707. The allot- 
ment for the library in 1938-39 
was $37,410. In 1951-52 the total 
expenditures for all library ser- 
vices on the campus will be well 
in excess of $350,000, more than 
10 times the amount expended in 
1938-39. No other university li- 
brary with which I am acquaint- 
ed has equaled this increase in 
expenditures in the last twelve 
years. 

Even a casual glance at the 
school libraries in this state in- 
dicates that the library programs 
in this field have been greatly 
extended during recent years and 
are now superior to similar pro- 


grams in many states 
Middle West. 


Among the colleges—I have 
visited only two or three in Flori- 
da-—I found at Rollins College 
what seems to be almost a per- 
fect library building for an un- 
dergraduate institution with 600 
students. 

Florida university, college and 
school libraries are developing 
rapidly. It is far more interesting 
and stimulating professionally to 
be connected with growing in- 
stitutions that have their future 
ahead of them than with institu- 
tions which have reached their 
zenith and possibly are slipping 
a bit. It is far more exciting to 
climb a mountain than to retrace 
one’s steps. 

Another professional attrac- 
tion of Florida for me is the 
opportunity to work with col- 
leagues and students from nearly 
all Southern States and some 
Northern States. The library 
school programs in recent years 
are emphasizing the research ap- 
proach to library problems. There 
certainly was some good in the 
old method with its emphasis on 
routines; there is an equal need 
for research studies. The present 
program of requiring certain rou- 
tine courses in the undergraduate 
years and reserving the gradu- 
ate year or years for research 
courses and studies may not baa 
final answer but it is an inter- 
esting program for participants. 

Like the Sirens ‘of ancient my- 
thology, Florida beckons, but un- 
like the Sirens, which lured men 
on to their destruction, Florida 
offers opportunities for continued 
professional activities, for a more 
abundant life, improved health 
and congenial companionship. 


in the 








Have You Written Your Senator and Congressman 


about the Library Services Bill? 
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For your Senator, refer to 8. 1452; for your 
Congressman, to “Library Services Bill” 


Florida Libraries 
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State-Wide News 


of College and University Libraries 
Paul Kruse, Editor 


The libraries of the two state universities 
continued to be extremely active. From the Li- 
brary of the Florida State University in Talla- 
hassee: 

In April the small annex to 
the library was completed and is 
now occupied by the Catalog De- 
partment and the Acquisitions 
Department. These two large 
rooms are welcome relief to ex- 
ceedingly crowded quarters which 
these departments have had 
heretofore. 

Two floors of additional stacks 
will be installed during the sum- 
mer of 1952, completing the 
stacks as originally planned. 
These new floors will be filled 
as soon as completed with ma- 
terials which have been stored in 
various corners, closets, nooks 
and crannies for the past several years. 

The Library of Florida State has lost several 
staff members during the past few months and 
feels the loss keenly. Of these Miss Thedosia 
Hotch has gone to be librarian of the county li- 
brary at Douglas, Georgia; Miss Geraldine Pur- 
dy has accepted a similar position at Griffin, 
Georgia, Miss Nell Lynn is now bibliographical 
aide in the Air University Library at Maxwell 
Field, Alabama; and Miss Virginia Turrentine 
leaves to study at the library school of Emory 
University. 

Several members of the staff, including Miss 
Edna Van Syoc who is chairman of the Catalog 
Section of the Southeastern Library Association, 
will attend the ALA meeting in New York. 

The Florida State University Library is re- 
ceiving the microtext edition of the British Ses- 
sional Papers as issued. These papers with the 
Readex machine are a valuable addition. 

The Library of the University of Florida 
reports several important departmental activites 
and acquisitions. The popularity of the tape re- 
corder with students practicing speeches made it 
necessary to equip a sound-proof listening room 
tor their use. The library has also installed an S. 
V. E. “Instructor” slide projector, needed especial- 
ly for daytime slide showings in the University 
Auditorium where the room cannot be darkened 
satisfactorily. 

Marjorie Stoneman Douglas, Second vice presi- 
dent of the F. L. A., spoke informally on creative 
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writing, on April 25th, in the Browsing Room of 
the University Library. 


The Biology-Geology Library has also made 


several note-worthy additions recently. It has 


acquired a complete file of the 
Quarterly Journal of the Geolo- 
gical Society of London, starting 
with volume 1, 1845. 

A sMall but comprehensive 
collection from the personal li- 
brary of the late Dr. Sherman C. 
Bishop of the University of Roch- 
ester, presented to the University 
Library is devoted exclusively to 
spiders. This gift, with the li- 
brary’s previous holdings in this 
field constitutes a good working 
collection. 

Among Florida librarians 
who will be on the program at 
the ALA meeting in New York 
the first week in July will be Miss Vivian Prince 
of the University of Florida Library. She has 
been asked by the General Program Committee 
of the Division of Cataloging and Classifi- 
cation to help plan the program. The subject for 
discussion will be Subject Headings. Miss Prince 
was responsible for choosing the speakers, and 


will direct the discussion on ‘‘Economies in subject . 


cataloging.”’ 

The slogan ‘“‘Take one, leave one,” works 
very well at the Universty. Three swap shelves 
have been installed, one each in the men’s and 
women's dormitories, and one in the main library 
near the catalog. Each person who carries a book 
away with him is supposed to leave one of his 
own for someone else. 

This spring, the Mills Memorial Library of 
Rollins College inaugurated a series entitled 
“Exhibit of the Week” which began with an early 
Cambodian religious manuscript. Others included 
the celebrated De Bry edition of Le Moyne’s tra- 
vels, Holinshed‘s Chronicles, early Florida maps, 
early Bibles, and an original etching by Goya 
along with several books on etching and aquatint- 
ing. 

As a project of the Student Council of Rol- 
lins, the library has dispatched a gift of ap- 
proximately one hundred volumes overseas to 
the George Washington Memorial Library in 
Stuttgart. Germany. Ths library was bombed 
out during the war, and efforts are now being 
made to rehabilitate it. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE; There follows a con- 
densed version of the text of an address 
delivered by Mr. Wrenn at the 1952 
state convention. Mr. Wrenn is public 
affairs director fos ‘the Southeastern 
Region of the Federal Civil Defense Ad- 
ministration. 


I am most appreciative of the 
opportunity to return to my 
State and discuss with you a mat- 
ter that is critically important. 


Later in my remarks, I shall 
discuss services that libraries can 
render in these dangerous times. 
But first, let us take a look at the 
overall civil defense picture: 

Thirty years ago, just after 
the end of World War I, our then 
Secretary of War decisively re- 
jected the proposal to develop our 
military air power, ‘‘We’ll stick,” 
he said, ‘“‘to the army on the 
ground and the battleship on 
the sea.”’ 

We finally got our air force, 
but before we got it our country 
came closer to losing a war, 
World War II, than ever before 
in its history. 

Civil defense today is in the 
saMe situation as the airplane of 
thirty years ago. Too many peo- 
ple impulsively and emotionally, 
without examining the facts, re- 
ject civil defense, and as a result 
our State Legislatures and our 
Congress, reflecting the will of 
the people, give civil defense 
half-hearted support. 

But impulsiveness and vacilla- 
tion in the modern world could 
spell disaster for democracy. 
We’re faced with two enemies— 
the threat of communism from 
without, the threat of thought- 
less error from within. 

Communism does not vacillate. 
It has never swerved from its 
avowed purpose of global domi- 
nation and wiping democracy off 
the face of the earth. 

The situation existing today is 
not new with the American peo- 
ple. Since the American Revolu- 
tion, our national leaders have 
been faced with great decisions 
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The Library in Civil Defense 


By Harry S. Wrenn 


and our people the need for great 
det..mination, The Revolution- 
ary War and two World Wars 
provided the tests. However, in- 
ventions of progress made each 
succeeding one greater—so that 
today, in this Atomic age, we 
know inventions of destruction 
beyond the wildest dreams of 
Jules Verne and H. G. Wells. 

We have arrived at a point in 
time when the tools for destruc- 
tion have reached such propor- 
tions that they can annihilate 
great portions of our population 
within a matter of seconds. 
Frightful to contemplate, but 
trus, nevertheless. 

Our own civil population has 
been fortunate to escape these 
horrors in the past. However, if 
ever we entertained for ourselves 
a smug feeling of security, that 
time is past. We know that a po- 
tential enemy has the atom 
bomb, and we know a potential 
enemy has planes that can deliver 
it anywhere, We know, too, that 
scientists have been working fe- 
verishly behind the iron curtain 
to develop the implements of bio- 
logical warfare and _ other 
methods of mass murder, 


Now, we have these tools, too, 
but we have stated time iand 
time again, and our policies have 
indicated, that we intend to keep 
them in the filing cabinet for 
use Only in securing the peace. 
We have no desire to rule the 
world. 

But the mere existence of these 
horrible inventions removes 
every cause for any feeling of 
security that we may have har- 
bored in the past. No longer can 
it be believed that war cannot be 
fought in our land; no longer can 
we depend on our armed forces 
alone to hold the agressor at bay. 
The next war, if it cannot be 
averted, will be fought without 
regard to the safety of the Ameri- 
can civilian population. A child’s 
playground — a neighborhood 
shopping center would be just as 





exposed as a regiment of infan- 
trymen on the battle front. 

Our former Governor, Millard 
Caldwell now the Federal Civil 
Defense Administrator, recently 
said: ‘‘We’ve got to face the harsh 
fact that warfare of the future 
will make our entire country a 
battlefield and combat area, No 
one of us, military or civilian can 
hope to avoid becoming a direct, 
personal target. Leaders of Rus- 
sian communism rate civilian un- 
preparedness second only to mili- 
tary disarmament as a signal for 
successful assault. 

“We know that the enemy has 
the power to attack us on the 
home front, Our military leaders 
have told us that over and over 
again. General Marshall and 
General Bradley. the Secretary 
of the Air Force, and the Secre- 
tary of Defense—all have insist- 
ed that without a strong civil 
defense our country is a sitting 
duck, ready and waiting for a 
blow that might knock us out of 
a war before we could tighten 
our belts. 

“We know the enemy has the 
power to attack us on the home 
front. It is idle to say he won’t 
do it if he starts a war. As a mat- 
ter of fact, that’s probably the 
way the war will start—with a 
smashing, all-out bombing of our 
home front. 

“That’s the only kind of attack 
that, from the enemy’s point of 
view would make sense. The pow- 
er behind the punch that won 
two world wars in this century 
came from the ‘people who man- 
ned the farms and factories of 
America. In a new war the ene- 
my must try to shut off that 
power. To win he must cripple 
our production. He must destroy 
our factories, disrupt our food 
supply, demoralize us and crush 
our will to win by wholesale 
slaughter of American men wo- 
men, and children. If he can’t do 
that; he can’t win.”’ 


Continued on Page Fifteen 
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State-Wide News 


Of Public Libraries 
Betty Service, Editor 


Seems a long, long time since the Miami 
meeting, when we were able to greet old friends 
and make new acquaintances, but it’s only been 
about six weeks. And what a meeting that was. 
Off to a bang from the start and never a dull mo- 
ment from then on. 

One of the highlights of the meeting was 
the tea at the Coral Gables library, with the 
Board of Directors of the library as hostesses. No 
one will ever forget the sight of the gorgeous 
orchids in the library itself .... 
sprays simply dripping snow 
white blossoms over the catalog 
case. T’would make filing a joy 
instead of a chore. 

Speaking of flowers did you 
all notice those unusual arrange- 
ments at the Miami Public Li- 
brary? We were simply fascinat- 
ed and have been going around 
looking for a cocos plumosa 
sheath ever since but the nearest 
we’ve come has been a hunk of 
sad-looking palmetto and we’re 
airaid we wouldn’t get the same 
sophisticated and exotic results 
that Miami achieved. 

And what a library. The Miami public we 
mean, That’s one that really has to be seen to be 
appreciated. We didn’t have half enough time 
to take it all in and besides we were so green 
with envy over the gadgets (especially the Recor- 
dak charging Machine) that we probably missed 
many of the details. That spacious cataloging 
room on the second floor took our eye .. you 
should see our office piled high with books again 

. so heip us we cleaned it all up before taking 
off for the convention but so many people have 
things they want to give and we’ve certainly 
never been one to look a gift horse in the mouth. 
Some day we’ll get out from under, we hope. 

It’s good news and it’s bad news that we 
have this time. Wesley Summers is leaving (in 
fact, has left) the Jacksonville Public Library. 
That’s bad (for Jacksonville,anyway) but the good 
part is that Wes is going to be Papa Gaylord’s 
representative in Florida, Georgia and Alabama, 
and we’re looking forward to seeing him a little 
oftener than that once-a-year gettogether, You 
know Wes is that guy that’s worked so hard for 
F. L, A. ever since it first started. For years Wes- 
ley was treasurer and kept the purse-strings ip 
order. so that we aways came up with a credit 
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and never a deficit even in the leanest years. 
Then he was elected president of the association 
and everyone was pleased as much, until before 
he had a chance to serve the war came along and 
Wes went with the Coast Guard, F. L. A. meetings 
and activities were suspended and a lots of us 
were scattered over the United States and other 
countries. Then came the rehabilitation, Wesley 
refused to be president, but never refused to 
help in any way he could. He was one of the ori- 
ginators of the idea for the Com- 
bined Book Exhibit (and you all 
know what a shot in the arm 
that has been for the F. L. A. cof- 
fers) and has managed the whole 
thing practically single-handed 
ever since. He wrote just the 
other day that the C. B. I. was 
a grand success again this year, 
and that the number of exhibit- 
tors and resulting revenue was 
double that of any previous meet- 
ing. So it is with regret that we 
see Wesley Summers leave the 
ranks of Florida librarians, but 
we all join in wishing him the 
best luck in his new venture. In 
fact we think it is the smartest thing that Mr, 
Gaylord has ever done. 


We were looking over the library directory 
sent out by the State Library and became inter- 
ested in finding out about some of the libraries 
in our more remote sections. One that intrigued 
us right off was the Johann Fust Community 
Library of Boca Grande, with Mr. and Mrs, Roger 
Amory listed as librarians. What was the story 

. well, we had to know, so off went a postal 
and we got a most interesting reply, plus a cord- 
ial invitation from Mr. Wyman M. Miller to go 
fishing any time we could get down there. (Note 
to Wes Summers ... take along your fishing 
tackle when you make those “field trips’ for 
Gaylord and be sure to visit Boca Grande). But 
to get back to the library and leave the fish in 
the briny deep. According to Mr. Miller, Mr. and 
Mrs. Roger Amory reside in Boston, Mass., in the 
summer months and only live in Florida from 
December through April. As far as we could ga- 
ther the Amory’s built a beautiful small library 
for the community of Boca Grande and named it 
in honor of Johann Fust, who financed Johannes 
Gutenberg in experiments in developing printing 

Continued on Page Thirteen 


Page Seven 





Does Marion Have State’s Oldest Library Association? 
Belleview Has 67 Years of Minutes on Its Books 


By Frances Sheppard 


EDITOR’S NOTE; Two is a a team, sums 
up the working relationship between 
Jewell Garvin, Ocala’s public librarian, 
and Mrs. Frances Sheppard, Ocala 
reporter whose writings have appeared 
in other issues of Florida Libraries. 
Wife, mother, newspaperwoman, “in+ 
terested in everything”, Mrs. Sheppard 
rates a gold star for her cooperation 
with the Ocala library’s continuing pro- 
gress under Mrs. Garvin’s capable ad- 
ministration. 


Among the unsung heroes and 
heroines of library service are the 
custodians of small town librar- 
ies, community-owned reading 
rooms, private library associa- 
tions and others who place the 
desire for providing good litera- 
ture above their personal ambi- 
tions. Every county in every state 
has such devoted individuals and 
many active public lbraries owe 
their beginnings to such people. 


In Marion county every ex- 
ample of such devotion has been 
found. When a check was recent- 
ly made to determine whether 
there has been a renaissance in 
reading, it was learned that an 
upswing is in progress and that 
library enthusiam and interest 
continue to grow; it was also 
learned that for the most part 
this is not a new county develop- 
ment, but the fanning of small 
flames of culture kept alight for 
Many years by a few dedicatedin- 
dividuals. 


Perhaps the oldest library as- 
sociation still active is that of 
Belleview. Organized in 1886, a 
year after the town was founded, 
this association has functioned 
throughout the years, and ob- 
served its 67th year of service at 
a tea and open house Thursday, 
February 14, 1952. 


The library is housed in a small, 
charming rock building on a graps- 
sy, tree-shaded lot in the center 
of town. Entering through a little 
palmetto-pillared front porch, 

‘one is impressed with the spa- 
cious, high-ceilinged room, whose 


Page Eight 


MRS 
. writes of Ocala library 


large, ornamented, fireplace and 
many windows give it the gra- 
ciousness of a pleasant study ina 
well-kept home. The more than 
1200 books are placed on shelves 
along the east side of the room, 
leaving the balance free for read- 
ing tables and chairs. Dormant 
for the past few years, the associ- 
ation is now making a concerted 
drive for new members and more 
modern ideas with the hope of 
providing a wider range of books 
and services on a_ continuing 
basis, to keep pace with the 
new rapid growth of the town. 

A second outstanding example 
of the will to provide literature 
for their neighbors is the Citra 
public library. Founded twenvry 
years ago by a group of civic-inin- 
ded women and carried on by 
them through the years as a cum- 
munity service, the group has 
dwindled to a quartet but the lib- 
rary keeps open Thursday after: 
noons and each year there is a 
fund raising event for new books. 
No imposing edifice, the library 
building is a rickety but well 


kept small structure owned py 
the Wartmann estate and dconat- 
ed rent-free to the association. 
According to Mrs. Clara Kunsie, 
librarian, who has not missed a 
day at her desk for the entire 20 
years except for illness, there are 
at least 2500 books on the shel- 
ves, including a complete set of 
the works of Grace Livingston 
Hill. Founding of the library was 
sparked by a legacy in the will 
of a Miss Valentine, who speci- 
fied that $500 of her estate be 
used to found a library in Citra. 
Eventually the money went to 
the Citra school library but the 
library association continued 
with its plans. Hundreds of pat- 
rons have been served through 
the years and at present there 
are about 25 regular readers who 
visit the library each Thursday. 
Technically only these who re- 
ceive mail through the Citra post 
office are entitled to books but 
seldom is anyone ever turned 
down. 


In Weirsdale an entirely dif- 
ferent sort of service is employed. 
Owing to the fact the well-stock- 
ed Weirsdale scool library is al- 
so open to adult patrons, and that 
many residents there are subscri- 
bers to bookservices, the need for 
a public library has not been 
acute. Two enterprising ladies 
there decided to augment the sup- 
ply of good books by stocking 
such children’s favorites as 
“Black Beauty” in their drug- 
store lending library. Catering to 
the higher type of adult readers, 
the pair has also concentrated 
on the better type novels, bio- 
graphies and so on, rather than 
the trash too often found on 
drugstore rental shelves. 


Among other benefits derived 
from these and other reading 
opportunities will be a literature- 
wise and eager public in central 
points throughout the county for 
the ultimate bookmobile service 
which the county visualizes. 
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Few elementary schools in 
Florida have library situations 
adequate to the needs of the 
school, but there seems to be 
growing awareness in Florida, as 
elsewhere, of the valuable con- 
tribution which a library proper- 
ly equipped with materials and 
a trained librarian who is sincere 
and alert can make to the suc- 
cess of the elementary school 
program. 

In line with the nattonal em- 
phasis on the importance of the 
elementary school library—an 
emphasis: given additional impet- 
us reeently by the National Edu- 
cation Association’s Department 
of Elementary School Principals, 
when they devoted their entire 


80th Yearbook to Elementary 


School Libraries . Today—The 
Committee on Development of 
Elementary Libraries (Florida 
Association of School Librarians) 
has just completed.a survey of 
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THIRD GRADE PUPILS of Miss Ruth Ingoldsby (right) using the Miami Shorcs 


Elementary School Libraries 


Have Far To Go in Rendering Full Service 
Recent Survey Digest by Lois McAlister Pilson 


the elementary libraries of the 
state. Since only 42 per cent of 
the schools returned the question- 
naires, it must be assumed that 
nearly one fourth of the elemen- 
tary schools of the state have 
either no library services at all 
or no person with sufficient time 
or interest to make a report. On- 
ly about one sixth of the schools 
reporting have full-time librar- 
ians; and, since many of these 
must serve both elementary and 
high school pupils, they conse- 
quently have little time left to 
devote to the elementary chil- 
dren. About one-fourth of the 
schools reporting have teacher- 
librarians, but the majority of 
these have no more than one hour 
per day to devote to the library. 
Fewer than one-ninth of the 
schools reporting have librarians 
with full library training; slight- 
ly more than one seventh have a 
restricted library certificate; 
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Elementary School Library under the direction of Mrs. Lois McAlister Pilson, lib- 
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rarian (at catalog). 





















while more than one seventh of 
the schools reporting have teach- 
er-librarians with no training at 
all, Approximately three-fifths of 
the schools returning the ques- 
tionnaires use pupil assistants, 
but only one-fourth have a P. T. 
A. Library Committee. About 
three-fifths of the schools report- 
ing have a central library. but 
only slightly more than one third 
have a room large enough and 
adequately equipped to seat the 
largest class. Only one fifth of 
the schools reporting have the 
five books per pupil which the 
American Library Association 
recommends. One half of the 
schools reporting have their li- 
braries cataloged. Five ninths re- 
report a shelf-list and the use of 
the Dewey Decimal System for 
arranging their books. Three 
fourths of the schools use the 
Children’s Catalog as their main 
buying guide. One-half permit 
ail grades to use the library at 
least once per week, and 78 per 
cent have a library appropriation 
of $1.00-$1.25 per pupil. 


Though the picture looks dark 
as a whole, there is evidence, 
from the many comments added 
to the questionnaires, of a grow- 
ing awareness among elementary 
school faculties—even where 
there is no library—of the value 
of the school library; a growing 
conviction that it is the elemen- 
tury school child who can mos 
easily be guided into good read- 
ing and library habits; an in- 
creasing realization that it is pos- 
sible to enrich the curriculum) 
and enliven class discussion) 
through use of the attractive and! 
well written books and pamph- 
lets and the excellent audio-vis- 
ual materials which a librarian 
with adequate training and en- 
thusiasm and sufficient appropri- 
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klorida’s State Librarian Prese 
Text of a Challenging Address Delivered Before the 1 


I am very happy to have this 
opportunity of discussing with 
you the program of the State Li- 
brary. As it happens, my appoint- 
ment as the second state librar- 
ian coincided almost to the 
month with the twenty-fifth an- 
niversary of the Library’s estab- 
lishment. This is a most appropri- 
ate time, therefore, to consider 
the present activities of the Li- 
brary and our plans for the fu- 
ture, 


The State Library in Florida 
is charged with three main func- 
tions that are in some states ad- 
ministered by as Many separate 
agencies. It is by law a general 
library maintained at the capital 
for the use of the public. It is 
also legally the agency for the 
promotion of public library ser- 
vice throughout the state. And 
by custom and legal implication, 
it is Florida’s historical and ar- 
chival agency. It is my intention, 
and, I think I may say, that of 
the State Library Board, to 
work for balanced development 
of the Library’s resources and ac- 
tivities in these three fields. 


Emphasis in the past has been 
on the growth of the main li- 
brary and historical collections. 
The important special collection 
is a comprehensive group of 
Floridiana; there is also a small 
but increasing collection of gen- 
ealogical material. The Library 
has been a selective depository 
for United States government 
documents since 1931. Its hold- 
ings are available to the citizens 
of Florida in the Library, and 
most of them may be borrowed 
as interlibrary loans, direct loans 
to individuals, or group loans to 
school and community libraries. 


As the State Library is not a 
law library or legislative refer- 
ence bureau—the state main- 
tains separate agencies for those 
purposes—its services to state of- 
ficials and departments are those 
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DR. DOROTHY DODD, who in May be- 
came Florida’s second State Librarian 


of a general reference and lend- 
ing library. Reference service is 
given by telephone as well as in 
the library, and few restrictions 
are placed on the loan of materi- 
als for official use. This should 
be one of the most important ac- 
tivities of the Library, and I am 
glad to say that official demands 
are increaing with growth of gov- 
ernmental research agencies. 

Through the years, the Flori- 
da collection has brought to the 
Library students and historians 
from Florida and other states. 
Most of our interlibrary loan re- 
quets are for Florida material 
and practically all of the refer- 
ence questions received by mail 
relate to some phase of Florida’s 
history or development. The 
more recently established gen- 
ealogical collection. is also begin- 
ning to attract visitors. 

The Library has offered a 
group loan service since its earli- 
est days, but no effort has been 
made to encourage its use. As 
a matter of fact, until fairly re- 
cently we had neither the book 
stock nor the staff to handle sat- 
isfactorily even the smalji num- 
ber of loans that were requested. 


The modest scope of the service 
is indicated by the statistics for 
1951, when 50 group loans, tota- 
ling 5,146 volumes, were made. 
Most of these loans were to 
school libraries and practically 
exhausted our stock of books 
suitable for school use. 

The obligation of the State Li- 
brary to aid in the development 
of library service in Florida has 
been more honored in the breach 
than the observance. In 1940 our 
then very small budget of 
$10,000 a year for all purposes 
was stretched to permit employ- 
ment of a library field agent. The 
library extension program be- 
gun then was abandoned only two 
years later because of wartime 
travel restrictions and has never 
been reactivated, . 

As a result of this failure to 
provide a liaison agent, the State 
Library hag been only a name to 
many of you. You have known 
that it exists, away up yonder in 
Tallahassee, but that is about all. 
We in the State Library have 
known even less about you— 
about your work and your prob- 
lems, which should be of as great 
concern to us as they are to you. 
If the State Library is to fulfill 
its function as Florida’s library 
agency and to become an eftec- 
tve force in the Florida Library 
movement, this situation must be 
changed, We want to change it, 
and I rather think you do too. 

If I may assume this communi- 
ty of viewpoint and interests, the 
problem is one of ways and 
means. The State Library Board 
has wide authority to aid and 
promote the development of pub- 
lic library service in Florida. Ex- 
ercise of its authority is neces- 
sarily limited, however, by the 
size of our biennial appropria- 
tion. Since July, 1949, we have 
been operating on an annual ap- 
propriation of $37,560, more than 
ten per cent of which was with- 
held during the 1949-1951 bier 
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nium. Since July, 1951, we have 
received the full amount of the 
appropriation in quarterly re- 
lease, Obviously, there can be no 
great expansion of our activities 
until after the 1953 Legislature, 
and then only if the necessary 
funds are appropriated. But some 
things can be done at once. 

The Library Board has author- 
ized establishment of an Exten- 
sion Division and appointment of 
an extension director as soon as 
a suitable person can be found 
to head the program. Adequate 
travel funds will be provided in 
order that she may be available 
wherever needed for advice and 
consultation. Admittedly, it is 
impossible for a single person to 
do all that needs to be done, but 
the extension director can as- 
sume many of the burdens that 
have been borne exclusively by 
members of the Florida Library 
Association in their volunteer ex- 
tension work. 

An active extension program 
should enable the State Library 
to become the Florida clearing 
house for library information 
and afford the means of closer 
cooperation with state, regional 
and national library associations, 
as well as with individual Florida 
libraries. We intend to continue 
the collection and publication of 
annual library statistics which 
was begun last vear, to issue a 
compilation of Florida library 
law, and, with your cooperation, 
to assemble data on library trus- 
tees and Friends of the Library 
groups. We also plan to make 
professional literature readily 
available to both public and 
school librarians. The extension 
Division will need some medium 
for the dissemination of infor- 
mation; and I suggest that it 
might be to the advantage of 
both the State Library and the 
Florida Library Association to 
work out a plan whereby Flori- 
da Libraries would become their 
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joint organ. 

This is a modest program, but 
it is one that can be continued 
as long as our present appropria- 
tion is not actually decreased. 
Apart from the worth of the ser- 
vices rendered under it, it will 
constitute an entering wedge 
that should lead to an adequate 
appropriation for the work. The 
very fact that it is operating will 
counter the reluctance shown by 
the State Budget Commission in: 
former years to recommend 
money for a new service. 

Passage of the Library Ser- 
vices Bill, now pending in Con- 
gress, could have a very import- 
ant effect on our extension pro- 
gram, As you know, the bill is 
designed to aid states in expand- 
ing library services in rural areas, 
Florida would be eligible for an 
initial allotment of. $40,000, plus 
$93,130 on the basis of its rural 
population, or a total of $133,- 
130, These moneys would be al- 
lotted on a matching basis. To se- 
cure the entire amount, ‘we 
would have to furnish $94,442. 
That is two and a half times our 
present budget, and little if any 
of what we are now spending 
could be counted as matching 
funds. The immediate advantage 
to us of passage of the bill would 
be its provision of a powerful 
talking point for matching state 
appropriation. Letters to your 
Senators and Representatives in 
support of the bill would be help- 
ful at this time. 

Much more important than 
possible Federal aid is a strong 
and continuing legislative pro- 
gram here in Florida. The Flori- 
da Library Association has taken 
the lead in formulating such a 
program. Self-interest, if noth- 
ing else, should lead the State Li- 
brary té6 support that program in 
principle, since it calls for an in- 
creased appropriation for the 
State Library, revision of the 
county library law to permit 


easy organization of county and 
regional libraries, and a state 
aid fund, administered by the 
State Library, for the expansion 
and equalization of library oppor- 
tunities throughout the state. 
The bill sponsored by the Associ- 
ation in 1951 combined revision 
of the county library law with 
a formula for the distribution of 
state aid funds. It is my belief 
that the two objects should be 
the subjects of separate legisla- 
tion. A workable county library 
law would be a big gain even if 
the State itself never put up a 
penny for libraries. To tie it to 
the more controversial state-aid 
proposal is to run a serious risk 
of delaying its enactment. I am 
also inclined to think that the 
proposed bases for distribution 
of state aid should be reexamin- 
ed with a view to incorporating 
in the formula an equalization 
principle. That, of course, would 
involve establishment of abso- 
lute and per capita minimum 
funds requistite for effective op- 
eration of a county or multi- 
county library. 


All of the proposed legislation 
involves, either directly or indi- 
rectly, the expenditure of public 
moneys. This means that, no mat- 
ter how socially desirable the 
program is, it must compete for 
financial support with numer- 
ous other agencies and interest 
groups whose requests are equal- 
ly as valid. It is not enough that 
the state librarian and the State 
Library Board are convinced of 
its worth and express that con- 
viction forcibly to the Budget 
Commission and Legislature. We 
will be regarded as, and are in a 
sense, special pleaders and inter- 
ested parties. Success of the pro- 
gram will depend on the demon- 
stration of a genuine public de- 
mand for the contemplated ser- 
vice. The Florida Library Associ- 
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own subject headings .. . 


BALLOTS will reach ll 
members of FLA shortly after 
this issue of Florida Libraries 
is in the mail. You are asked to 
vote on an amendment to our 
constitution changing the annu- 
al convention from spring to an 
autumn date. A petition to this 
end was presented to the con- 
vention body meeting April, 
1952, in Miami, by the High- 
land School Group of the Dade 
County librarians. General dis- 
cussion: brought out that proxi- 
mity of FEA and FLA prevents 
numerous school librarians from 
attendance at the library meet- 
ing. Exhibitors present express- 
ed preference for the spring 
meeting because most mid-west 
library association conventions 
are held in the fall. However, 
exhibitors also said they will 
try to arrange schedules to fit 
the association decision. Only 
votes will 


dues paid members’ 
be counted, but you may in- 
clude your renewal dues with 
your vote. Zella Adams, secre- 
tary of FLA, will have charge 
of this poll. 


ST. PETERSBURG was cho- 
sen by the Executive Board as 
the site for the next convention, 
dates to be announced after the 
result of the poll is known 


CATALOGERS are also am- 
bitious for Round Table status 
as witness the following peti- 
tion presented at the conven- 
tion just past; “We the under- 
signed catalogers and persons 
interested in cataloging, do here- 


by petition the Executive Board . 


to recognize the Catalogers’ 
Round Table of Florida. Library 
Association, and in testimony 
that we desire to. become Char- 
ter Members of said group, we 
have affixed our signatures.” 
Nineteen names were signed. the 
petition was granted, and the 
Editor hopes to have news of this 
group’s activities for the Sept. 
Journal. 


FIRST ARRIVALS at 
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Miami convention included 
Laura A. Powell librarian, and 
Maude Thompson, board member 
of the New Port Richey public 
library. They flew down from 
Tampa Thursday morning, tour- 
ed the Miami public library sys- 
tem, visited with other arriving 
delegates but had to return to 
home base that night. We hope 
to have them with us all throuvh 
the forthcoming convention in St. 
Petersburg. 


RECRUITMENT of librarians 
for overseas service with the De- 
partment of the Air Force is 
centered in Florida at MacDill 
Air Force Base:- A letter from 
James O. Whitman asks that 
Florida Libraries publicize the 
numerous advantageous openings 
now available to members of our 
profession. You may get details 
by writing him. One qualification 
outlined in his letter reads, ‘“‘sym- 
pathetic understanding of peo- 
ple as well as books; adaptability 
in adjusting library operations 
and services to meet the fre- 
quent military organization, op- 
erational, and personnel chang- 
es.’’ Some searching of some’ con- 
sciences may lead to acceptance of 
this challenging need by Florida 
librarians and while we need 
every good librarian we can keep 
in this state, we are sure the bles- 
sings of the entire association 
will go with those who choose to 
serve in uniform. 


COORDINATOR for Florida 
with-ALA in Washington is Clara 
Wendel who writes to ask that 
we include a:plea for letters ou 
the Library Services Bill now 
pending in’ Congress. Julia D. 
Bennett, Diretcor of the ALA 
Washington Office concluded 
her appeal to Miss Wendel for 
cooperation by writing: ‘Letters 
are essential. It is terrible to go 
to talk with a Senator or a Con- 
gressman about the Library Ser- 
vice Bill and find that he has re- 
ceived only one or two letters en- 
dorsing the bill. You cannot ex- 


pect a favorable vote from these 
members of Congress if you do 
not let them know that you want 
and that your state needs this 
piece of legislation. They will 
support the bill if you make 
your interest and endorsement 
known.” If you haven’t written 
a letter, do it now. Get your 
Friends of Libraries, board mem- 
bers, patrons to write letters. 
Mony a mickle couldn’t make a 
better muckle. You’l] read more 
abort this in our new state li- 
brarian’s piece. 


PERSONAL NEWS of general 
interest includes the return to 
us of Dr. Louis Shores from a 
year abroad on a Fullbright Fei- 
lowship. Asked by Dr. Luther 
Graham to stop over for a brief- 
ing of Library of Congress per- 
sonnel on library progress 
abroad, Dr. Shores asked for a 
rain check on the engagement, 
until he can catch up with Flori- 
da matters. Robert Clapp who 
served as acting dean of SOLTAS 
while Dr. Shores was away is 
recovering from a broken arm. 
Paul Kruse, of Rollins, will 
teach courses in Library Admini- 
stration and Reading Guidance 
at the University of Illinois Li- 
brary School this summer, Our 
association prexy, Alice Pearce 
is to be visiting instructor in 
the Library Science Dept. of the 
University of Kentucky for the 
summer session. Bertha Aldrich, 
Miami Beach, Stanley West, Uni- 
versity of Florida librarian, Clara 
Wendell of Albertson Memorial 
in Orlando will join others in the 
Florida delegation to ALA in 
New York. 


DISCOVERY is to be the name 
of a new twice yearly periodical 
dedicated to the publication of 
creative writing. Vol. 1, No. 1 
will appear in Jan, or Feb., 1953. 
Richard Aldrich who wrote 
AFTER THE LOST GENERA- 
TION, and Vance Bourjaily, the 
latter one of your editor’s three 
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State-Wide News... 


Continued from Page Seven 


by means of movable type. An at- 
tractive small booklet tells of the 
work done by Herr Fust and 
'we’d like to quote from it: 
“Whether the invention was 
really Gutenberg’s or that of his 
deceased partner’s is in doubt, 
put Gutenberg was not a practi- 
cal person, and after five years 
of unsuccessful development 
Johann Fust was forced to take 
| over the enterprise and complete 
it. It was undoubtedly the work- 
men of Johann Fust who develop- 
ed the beautiful type and printed 
what is now known as the Guten- 
berg Bible. . . It is in honor of 
the banker, Johann Fust, who 
by his intelligence, industry, and 
self-denial acquired wealth and 
used the same for the enlarge- 
ment of opportunity for his fel- 
low-man, that the library is nam- 
ed: The Johann Fust Commu- 
nity Library of Boca Grande, 
Florida, Inc.” 

The little booklet mentioned 
has an attractive cover which is 
apparently the bookplate used in 
the library, and shows four keys 
in a horizontal row, which repre- 
sent “a philosophy which sug- 
gests that the key of life is grow- 
ing, the key to growth is effort; 
the key to success is effort along 
those lines where aptitude and 
training permit the individual to 
excel in supplying something de- 
sired by others; and finally that 
in spite of the fact that man 1s 
said to receive in measure what 
he gives, it is the ability to give 
gladly that is the key to happi- 
ness.” 

The library was incorporated 
December 1948 as a non-profit 
corporation and is administered 
by sixtrustees. The Library build- 
ing is in the community of Boca 
Grande, on Gasparilla Island, 
Lee county and adjacent to an en- 
closed garden patio which is the 
Library’s reading room and 
where concerts of radio and re- 
corded music are given. The 
stack itself is air conditioned and 
has at present a shelf capacity of 
some eight thousand volumes. We 
judge from the information we 
could find that there are a little 
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over four thoosands volumes in 
the library and the library is sup- 
ported by membership dues and 
gifts and by the Amory’s them- 
selves. 

The bookboat Papyrus is oper- 
ated in connection with the li- 
brary. A forty-five foot power 
boat fitted out as a book-boat 
extends the facilities of the Li- 
brary to Bokeelia, Pine, Sea 
Grape, Useppa, Cabbage Key, 
Mondonga, Captiva and Sanibel 
Islands. 

Through the winter months 
the book-boat visits communities 
of Charlotte Harbor periodically 
bringing to members a card cata- 
log of the Library and a selec- 
tion of recent books. 

We wish that we had been 
able to get information from the 
Amory’s themselves as to how 
and why the library was started 
and we’re working on that now 
for the Amory’s had gone back 
to Boston before we got under- 
way on this job of gathering ma- 
terials. . and we want a picture 
ofthat book-boat, infact whatwe’d 
really like is a ride on it. Mr. Mil- 
ler sounds so nice in his letter 
and the Amory’s must be, too 
that we’re toying with the idea of 


getting a bunch together some 
time next winter and pay the Jo- 
hann Fust Community Library a 
visit. Want to come along? 

Up in Orlando the Friends of the 
Library are always doing nice 
things for the library and their 
latest project has been to pur- 
Chase a tape recorder so that the 
programs for later broadcasting 
can originate right in the library. 
They also plan to use it with 
classes visiting the library, for 
story-hours etc. We could certain- 
ly use one, since it’s a far piece 
over to the broadcasting station 
irom here, Any way, congratula- 
tions to the Albertson Memorial 
for such up-to-date equipment 
with thanks to the Friends of 
the Library for furnishing it. 

We know that elsewhere in this 
issue are the names of the offi- 
cers of F. L. A., and we hope 
also the names of the officers 
of each section, butit will bear re- 
peating. Winston Henderson, as- 
sistant director of the Albert- 
son Memorial Library was elect- 
ed chairman, with Zella Adams 
reelected the secretary-treasurer. 
This is double work for Zella, as 
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Keeping pace with today’s 
concepts of functional design 
in library interiors is one of 
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on how to put New Life in 
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State-Wide News... 


Continued from Page Thirteen 


she was also elected secretary of 
the whole caboodle, that is F. L. 
A., but knowing Zella she’ll take 
it in her stride. She’s already 
started to work for we received a 
letter regretting that the Board 
had decided against Sarasota as 
a meeting place for next year’s 
convention. We’re disappointed of 
course, but that won’t keep us 
from issuing our “‘perennial’’ in- 
vitation, and who knows, May- 
be when we least expect it they’ll 
take us up on it and you all can 
come down and swim in the Gulf 
and look at the ‘“Pitcher’s’” in 
the Museum. On second thought 
don’t wait for that but come on 
down anyway . . you'll have a 
good time, singly or in groups. 


Gratia Meyer, in Bradenton, 
writes that she’d welcome a di- 
strict meeting for the West Coast. 
How do you all feel about that? 
We’ve had them in years past and 
they were well attended, not on- 


ly by those who couldn’t go to 
the state meeting but at the one 
we attended in Clearwater there 
were plenty of regular F. L. A. 
convention attenders. 

Asked Dorothy Dodd (state li- 
brarian, in case you forgot) if 
she had any news of interest 
for the public libraries section 
and she answered that she hadn’t 
except that they hoped to get ex- 
tension work started by the end 
of summer. And she says there’s 
nothing interesting? That bit otf 
information isalmostananswerto 
a maiden’ prayer, at least some 
of the Maidens we know who are 
operating libraries far from the 
main stems and who haven’t a 
fellow librarian within miles to 
lend a friendly shoulder when 
things get rough. They’Il be wait- 
ing for that extension worker. 

Daytona Public Library at 
Daytona Beach writesthatthey’ve 
had a very busy winter season 
but they’re enjoying a lull right 
now and are getting their breath 
before coping with the summer 
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crop of tourists. Daytona Beach 
is almost as Much of a summer 
resort as winter, you know. We 
were interested to find that ag 
far as book purchases go this li- 
brary hasaself-supporting collec. 
tion, 

Mary M. Moran in Auburndale 


writes that they have no definite , 


plans for the summer at this 
point and no news except the 
usual one we hear on all sides, 
busy, busy, but maybe come an- 
other issue she’ll have something. 

Ann Singleton (Bartow) has a 
question she’d like answered: 
“What are other librarians’ ex- 
periences in doing away with ju- 
venile fines? Have any tried it?” 
Now, we’ll ask a question. Have 
you Anne? and if so what was the 
result or are you just in the pro- 
cess? Anne goes on her usual 
busy way, with story hours plan- 
ned for this summer in the Civie 
Center in connection wth the re- 
creation program. She’s also had 
what she calls an annual spring 
registration oof _ first-graders, 
Anne visits them and tells them a 
story hands out applications and 
later the children visit the libr- 
ary with their teacher and receive 
their cards and first books, And 
what a thrill that is to have first 
library card. Can you remember? 

Now that Anne’s asked her 
question we’d like to pose one 
ourselves. What do you all think 
of the 15th edition of Dewey and 
especially what do you think of 
the 8th edition of the Children’s 
Catalog. We know what we think 
and what Helen Keefe thinks up 
in Tampa, and we certainly know 
what Miss Midge (Margaret, 
not Isadore) in the Sarasota 
Public thinks, but we’d like to 
hear from some of the rest of 
you. You know, this little column 
has to be done‘ at least once a 
year and we need something to 
write about, so do let us hear 
from you on any subject and at 
any time. Don’t wait for us to 
ask for news, . .pour your little 
hearts out and we’ll probably 
do the outpouring but we’ll be 
happy to have anything and 
everything about what you’re 
doing.and planning, and even just 
hoping for. So let’s hear from 
you, please. 
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Civil Defense... 
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The Federal Civil Defense Ad- 
ministration was established by 
Congress to organize and train 
the civilian population to do just 
that. The agency, under the di- 
rection of our former Governor 
Caldwell, has been working to 
fulfill its tremendous responsibi- 
lity. Nationally—and interna- 
tionally—known authorities on 
public health, emergency relief, 
firefighting and rescue work 
have been recruited. They have 
been in frequent consultation 
with civilian defense authorities 
from England where, during the 
last war, effective civilian de- 
fense measures proved valuable. 

T'cday in civil defense, we find 
ourselves at the crossroads of des- 
tiny. Military might is strength- 
ening its force to keep the peace. 
Our industrial and economic for- 
ces are providing the tools for 
our armed services. Our civilian 
population has just as important 
an assignment, The people must 
be trained to care for themselves 
and their neighbors if disaster 
should strike. There is a job for 
everyone. No one can afford to 
shirk it. 

Public and private libraries are 
in a particularly good position to 
assist in disseminating informa- 
tion about civil defense. They are 
an organized and respected in- 
stitution in the community where 
people look for information, The 
Federal Civil Defense Adminis- 
tration and your State Civil De- 
fense organization have provided 
Many pamphlets and films that 
might well be, and probably are, 
‘available ons your shelves: It 
has been estimated that a public 
informed about the rudiments of 
protection stands 50 per cent bet- 
ter chance of surviving an atomic 
blast than an uninformed popu- 
lace, and right here, it seems to 
me, is one of the most valuable 
services the libraries can pro- 
vide their neighbors. If you do 
not have adequate material you 
may obtain it from your local or 
State Civil Defense Director. 

By the very nature of their ac- 
tivities, public and private li- 
braries have a unique responsi- 
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bility in the preservation of irre- 
placeable and invaluable docu- 
ments and pieces of art. In time 
of disaster, as was the case dur- 
ing the last war, libraries and 
museums, particularly in target 
areas, might want to formulate 
plans that would provide, as far 
as possible, the safety of these 
cultural possessions. I recal] in 
World War II the great move- 
ment of the most valuable oil 
paintings away from our sea- 
coast to the middle west. Similar- 
ly, this nation received on loan 
boatloads of pieces of art from all 
over the world. Today in the 
atomic era, it is even more im- 
portant that libraries and mu- 
seums plan the preservation of 
their priceless pieces 


As we all know, if an attack 
should come, our nation would 
be pitifully short of hospital and 
emergency welfare facilities. It 
seems to Me that many libraries, 
with their large reading rooms, 
might be used for temporary 
shelters or make-shift hospitals. 
This, again, is something that 
must be decided locally. It 


might be well, if you have not 
already done so, to discuss this 
matter with your local Civil De- 
fense Director. 

And finally, as individuals, 
each of you and the members of 
your staff should avail yourselv- 
es of the information and train- 
ing on selfprotection that is made 
available by your State or local 
Civil Defense office. None of 
you can possibly lose by taking 
the Red Cross First Aid Courses. 
This training would be useful in 
any peace-time catastrophe. 
Your local Civil Defense Direc- 
tor undoubtedly has other chores 
that you could do. I am sure that 
your community would be ever 
grateful if you would volunteer 
for whatever services you might 
contribute in the civil defense 
program. 

If we are determined to live 
in a peace we are prepared to 
maintain, we must stop hiding 
our heads in the sand. We must 
shake off our atomic ostrichism 
and face the facts as they exist. 
A strong civil defense is the final 

Continued on Page Seventeen 
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ation can provide for teachers 
and pupils. 

In its report during the F. L. 
A. Convention in April, the Ele- 
mentary Libraries Committee re- 
quested that every librarian see 
to it that a copy of the national 
Elementary Principals 30th Year 
book, Elementary School Libra- 
ries Today, be made available 
to every school superintendent, 
elementary supervisor, and ele- 
mentary principal in the state; 
and that each teacher, also—es 
pecially in schools where there is 
no trained librarian—be given 
the opportunity to read the ac- 
count of the many different ways 
in which elementary schools all 
over the country have developed 
and used school libraries, both 
in schools where there was a 
trained librarian and in schools 
where there was no trained per- 
son at all. 

The committee urgently recom 
mended that an elementary libra- 
ries Committee be appointed for 
the coming year to follow up the 
findings of this survey. One sug- 
gestion was to attempt to enlist 
the active cooperation of alert 
community groups like the 
Parent Teachers Associations 
and the Daddies Clubs in the 
drive for more and better ele- 
mentary school] libraries. Anoth- 
er suggestion was to emphasize 
the invaluable cantribution 
which pupils can make—and 
love to Make—to the operation 
of an elementary library and 


SOME FLA STATISTICS 

Twenty-three institutions and 
281 individuals were dues-paid 
members of FLA as of the be- 
ginning of this year. But, 111 
librarians in the state had 


joined ALA and SELA without 
associating with the state or- 


ganization. This sounds the 
note for a real membership 
drive. We need every person 
who believes in libraries. Use 
the membership card attached 
to this issue to recruit mem- 
bers in any or all of the three 
available classifications. 
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the service which an active P. T. 
A. Library Committee can rend- 
er, especially in processing ma- 
terials, filing, etc. All librarians 
were urged to “talk up” at every 
opportunity the need for elemen- 
tary school libraries, and ele- 
mentary librarians were remind- 
ed that theirs is the greatest 
challenge in that they only can 
demonstrate what the elemen- 
tary librarian-can do to work 
with faculties and pupils to dis- 
cover their needs and then to 
make available as large a num- 
ber as possible of the many well 
written and beautiful books and 
other library materials which 
can really help so much to thrill 
the pupil and make the school 
“come alive.” 

The librarians on the survey 
committeee were Miss Helen L. 
Horne, Brentwood School, Jack- 
sonville; Mrs. Clara Alexander, 
South Side Junior High School, 
St. Petersburg; Mrs. Valona 
Moore, William Jennings Bryan 
School, Miami; Miss Laura Ham- 
mond, Auburndale Elementary 
School, Miami; Mrs. Mable W. 
McGee, Edison Park Elementary 
School, Miami; and Mrs, Lois 
McAlister Pilson, Miami Shores 
Elementary School, Miami, 
chairman. 
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ation has already indicated by its 
actions its recognition of this 
fact. In the future, the State L- 
brary will endeavor to carry its 
full share of the responsibility. 
Although the improvement of 
public library service is a long- 
neglected function of the State 
Library which deserves and will 
receive immediate attention, the 
other services and facilities of 
the library should be strengthen- 
ed and expanded. In fact, if our 
extension program is to be -more 
than an advisory service, the li- 
brary’s general book stock must 
be greatly increased. We now 
have estimated holdings of some 
35,000 volumes, including gov- 
ernment documents, from which 
to supply supplemental materials 
to local libraries and direct book 
loans to individuals and groups in 


communities without well organi- 
zed libraries. That is pitifully 
little with which to render the 
kind of lending service we want, 
and should be expected to, give. 

In addition to increasing our 
stock of books for extension loang 
we also have the obligation of 
providing materials that will be 
primarily of interest and use to 
state officials and departments. 
I see no reason why the key per- 
sonnel of state research divisions 
should not stand in somewhat 
the same relation to the State 
Lbrary that professors do to a 
university or college library. We 
should consult them as to the 
kinds of books they need in their 
work and inform them of new 
acquistions through the _ issu- 
ance of periodic lists. Another 
means of serving other depart- 
ments that should be explored 
is some form of cooperation in 
connection with the operation of 
departmental libraries. 

I think it may fairly be said 
that the most successful activi- 
ty of the Library has been in its 
efforts to collect and preserve 
materials relating to the history 
of the state. Yet there is still 
much to be done in this field 
We do have a very good collec- 
tion of printed Floridiana, which 
we must continue to augment by 
purchase and gift. Our archival 
holdings, on the other hand, are 
almost negligible. This is due 
in large part to a factor beyond 
anyone’s control now—the state’s 
disgraceful lack of concern in the 
past for the preservation of its 
public records. The great body 
of Florida’s official records of 
the nineteenth and early twenti- 
eth cenuries was destroyed long 
before the State Library was es- 
tablished. Although the Library 
has authority to negotiate for 
and receive absolute records, 
their transfer has been retarded 
by our lack of housing facilities 
and by constitutional provisions 
relative to the custody of legisla- 
tive records. At present Florida 
has no real archival or publie 
records law. Legislation and pro- 
vision for a modern records man- 
agement program are objectives 
toward which we must work. _ 

The collecting of Florida docu- 
eS 
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ments is a problem of real con- 
cern to us and to university and 
college libraries in the state. As 
there is no central agency 
through which publications must 
be cleared, and no state printer, 
the difficulty is to know where 
and what documents are issued. 
In 1949 the Florida State Docu- 
‘ments Committee of the College 
and Special Libraries Section of 
your Association proposed that 
the State Library act as the 
agency for collecting, listing, 
and distributing state docu- 
ments to Florida libraries. Lack 
of funds and personnel prevent- 
ed the State Library from un- 
dertaking the project, although 
it has cooperated with the Uni- 
versity of Florida Library, which 
issues a Short Title Check List 
of Official Florida Publications, 
by furnishing bi-monthly lists of 
all documents it reteives. As- 
sumption by the State Library of 
the task of listing and distribu- 
ting state documents would con- 
‘stitute a very real service and one 
I hope we may be able to render. 
All phases of the program I 
have outlined cannot become op- 
erative immediately. In _ fact, 
there is a definite demarcation 
between what we can do now and 
what we hope to accomplish in 
the future. One thing, however, 
] can say with certainty. The 
chief concern of those adminis- 
tering the affairs of the State Li- 
brary as it enters its second quar- 
er-century will be to make it an 
institution of greater usefulness 
to all of the people of Florida. 
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link in the chain of national 
preparedness. 

Only the people of America, 
calmly and unemotionally ap- 
praising the facts, can make civil 
defense what it ought to be—a 
living, vital program for main- 
taining the peace by beng pre- 
pared for whatever may occur. 

If a strong cvil defense will 
help preserve our freedoms by 
preserving the peace, then civil 
defense will justify everything 
we put into it. It is as simple as 
that. 
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sons, will be joint editors. 

POCKETBOOKS will publish this 
effort, distributing it in the for- 
mat of a standard Pocket Book 
through its hundred thousand re- 
tail outlets. In the announce- 
ment released to authors and au- 
tho.’s agents early in May oc- 
curs a paragraph which should 
appeal to thoughtful librarians. 
“In planning DISCOVERY, we 
began by rejecting the cynical 
assumption that pressure groups 
can put an honest magazine out 
of business. We rejected the kind 
of practicality which dictates 
that the contents of a large-cir- 
culation magazine must be in- 
offensively general, meeting the 
romantic needs of the pablum set 
at both ends of the human life 
span and leaving nothing of merit 
for the adults in the middle. In 
short, we rejected the accumulat- 
ed experience of a magazine 
publishing trade which has never 
succeeded in providing a freely 
edited, well paying, large-circu- 


lating periodical for serious crea- 
tive writing. We based this re- 
jection on the brilliant record of 
the paper-bound reprint publish- 
ers in selling millions of copies of 
first-rate books to news-stand 
buyers, without censorship or 
abridgement.”” Librarians who 
have creatively written manu- 
scripts handy, or who know of 
creative writers seeking a mar- 
ket, may further this challeng- 
ing project by addressing work 
in poetry or prose to DIS- 
COVERY, c/o Pocketbooks, 630 
Fifth avenue, New York 20. Copi- 
es of the entire presentation may 
be obtained by writing Mr. Bour- 
jaily at 381 Central Park West, 
New York 25. The presentation 
which is brilliantly written would 
make good bulletin display ma- 
terial for college or large public 
libraries. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
are on the increase, and we 
would like to have more of them, 
perhaps enough for a regular de- 
partment. What, for example, 


Continued on Page Nineteen 
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Guest Editorial 


There is one word which, I believe, ex- 
presses the necessary action to be taken by any 
two or more agencies who together seek the 
achievement of similar or identical goals. The 
word is cooperation. There is another word 
which expresses an even more necessary action 
—an action essential to the development and 
continuation of cooperation. That word is parti- 
cipation. I should like to talk about these two 
activities—cooperation and participation—as 
they relate to Florida’s Libraries, librarians, 
and the State Library. 

If we accept the term cooperation to mean 
the action taken by one agency to execute 
the will of another, and if that action is multi- 
ple in scope because the will which it executes 
is a collective will, it follows that participa- 
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tion in the collective will must precede co- 
operation. 

It is axiomatic that participation is re- 
warding, yet many. . .too many. . .of us think 
only of the vague, personal, emotional rewards 
of participation rather than the concrete re- 
turns from an actual investment of effort and 
will. There is no such thing as passive partici- 
pation. 

The act of participating is primarily an 
act of giving. It demands the same quality 
that good librarianship demands. . .the sub- 
servience of self and self-interest for the sake 
of something recognized as more important 
than seif-interest, in’ the case of librarianship, 
service of human beings for the good of hu- 
manity. 


Florida Libraries 
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All libraries and librarians in 
the state desire the full coopera- 
tion of the State Library. Like- 
wise the State Library desires 
our full cooperation. What is 
necessary for the achievement of 
full cooperation between the 
State Library and the libraries 
and librarians of the state? My 
answer is a dynamic Florida Li- 
brary Association. 

The Florida Library Associa- 
tion is not so young historically, 
but it is very young dynamical- 
ly. By that I mean we are still 
experiencing, growing pains in 
coordinating our energes and ef- 
forts for concerted results. The 
State Library, since it is the only 
library in the state which is re- 
sponsible for the development of 
library service throughout the 
state is uniquely suited to assist 
in bringing about that coordi- 
nation. 

The Association is the only 
medium through which all the li- 
braries and librarians in the state 
can participate in the general 
welfare and development of 
Florida library service. The Asso- 
ciation is therefore the’ only 
agency with which the State Li- 
brary can cooperate for the 
acheivement of that purpose. For 
the State Library to bypass the 
Association would mean that it 
could only achieve fragmentary 
results by which its potentia! 
worth would be dissipated. 

To view the State Library as 
solely a partner agency of the 
Association or as an indepen- 
dent agency working for our 
benefit would be to discourage 
its participation. It would be in 
no sense fitting for us to expect 
the State Librarian to make de- 
cisions and effect actions involv- 
ing all libraries and librarians in 
Florida without the knoweldge, 
insight, and immagination of our 
collective body. The participation 
of the State Library in a dynamic 
Florida Library Association is 
the necessary key which will un- 
lock the door to full cooperation. 

Thus, the responsibility for 
cooperation between the State Li- 
brary and the Association rests 
squarely on the individual librari- 
es and librarians of Florida. 
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Offerings from the 


‘kne General xtension WDivi- 
sion, representing tue INSLICULIONS 
OL nignher icauriilng in £:10Prida, re- 
ports that twelve puvile livrar- 
laDsS wave reSpOlueu tO thelr Of- 
ier Of eXlehueu SumMmMer ivals 
OL zuv chilureug bOOKS to any 
library in we ptate, which Can 
llake use oO: them, 

More than 4vvv of these vooKs 
ure alreauy velng circuiated Dy 
puovlic livraries among the Cill- 
uren OF tue L1oliOwlng counties: 
Alachua, bay. brevard, COiiler, 
mscCaMDia, rigNlanus, Lake, Le- 
vy, Martlm rimeilas, rolx and 
v Olusia. 

There are still more books on 
the library shelves at the home 
base of the Genera] Extension 
Division in the Seagle Building, 
Ganesvilie, that can be mailed to 
public librarians for use until 
September lst. So mail in your 
request at once if you have 
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would you like in the way of 
changes in the annual conven- 
tion program? Would a gifts- 
and-exchanges list in each issue 
help to get duplicate books spread 
around? Would a listing of li- 
brary vacancies be helpful? From 
such letters could well come val- 
uable suggestions to pass on to 
our cooperating State Librar- 
ian. This journal igs a young 
thing. You can help it grow to 
useful maturity by pointing out 
its faults, adding to its good 
qualities. 


THANKS are directed to Dr. 
Dorothy Dodd, State Librarian, 
for her good offices, effective 
with this issue in having the 
state library contribute one hun- 
dred dollars to the publication 
cost of each FLORIDA LIBRAR- 
IES number. That is the meaning 
of the addition to our masthead. 
Future issues should be much 
richer in general statewide news 
since, beginning with September 
the State Library will publish a 
page or more of news of its acti- 
vities. 





Extension Division 


thought the offer closed. 

‘hese children’s vooKs are kept 
swinging around the State dur- 
ing tne school term on shorter 
loans to public and school librari- 
es without completely adequate 
collections. During the summer 
when schools are closed, the 
General Extension Division feels 
that many children who have 
more time than ever to read will 
turn to their public libraries for 
books if they-are reached by a 
little local publicity. 

The General Extension Divi- 
sion offers for loan to public li- 
vfaries any of the following new- 
ly acquired collections of radio 
plays: 

Brecht: The trial of Lucullus 

Clark: The plot to tear the 
state down 

Corwin: Untitled 

Dickens: A Christmas Carol 

Fitelson: Theatre Guild on the 
air 

French; The Birth of the Song 
Silent Night 

Garrigus: You’re on the Air 

Kaplan; Radio and Poetry 

Knox: Penicillin 

Knox: Wheels and Friction 

Knox: How we hear 


They aiready have some radio 
skits, particularly in the field of. 
health education. Other plays for 
broadcasting are on order, and 
will be reported when they 
arrive. 

The General Extension Divi- 
sion has another kind of offering 
to public librarians: namely, 
books on child care, child de- 
velopment, and child guidance, 
which could be vitally helpfwi 
to parents and others working 
with children. Some of these 
books are the last word in their 
fields. 


They were purchased at the 
request of instructors in these 
fields for use with extension 
classes, and they may enlighten 
(and sometimes lighten the bur- 
dens of) mamas, Sunday school 
teachers, pastors, scout leaders 
and even librarians when hordes 
of youngsters on the loose come 
there for guidance. 
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